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Hobart Township Annual Meeting
March 14, 2023

14 people were present for the meeting. 

Clerk Russ Berstler called the meeting to order at 8:20 p.m.  Ray Sonnenberg made a motion to nominate Tim Hockett as moderator.  Kathy Glawe seconded.  A vote was called with all in favor for Tim Hockett as moderator.   


Hockett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Clerk Berstler read the minutes from the 2022 annual meeting.  Moderator Hockett called for any additions or corrections.  Kathy Glawe made a motion to approve the 2022 annual minutes as presented.  DuWayne Sonnenberg second.  All in favor. Motion carried. 

Treasurer Glawe gave the Treasurers report.  Glawe stated that there was one payment left on the Town hall due in June.  George Massey question why the General Fund was proposed to increase by $15,000 instead of going down in the 2024 levy if there was only one payment left on the Townhall.  Discussion started on the 2024 levy increase Supervisors Hoffmann and Sonnenberg stated that increases in the General fund were needed due to inflation and that money in the general fund could be transferred to other funds but the other way around.  Discussion on the levy was tabled until that agenda item was reached.  Ray Sonnenberg made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report as presented.  Diane Sonnenberg second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

The 2024 levy was discussed.  The Supervisors proposed an increase of $15,000 to the General fund and $15,000 to the Fire fund over the 2023 levy.  The Supervisors felt the increase to the General fund was needed due to inflation and the fact that money in the general fund could be transferred to other funds such as the Road and Bridge fund but money could not be transferred from other funds into the General fund.  The increase in the Fire fund was proposed due to the 10% increase in the CDH-Vergas Fire department budget for 2023 of which Hobart Township pays 44%, and the need to upgrade fire trucks in the next 2 years.  The Supervises felt it would be best to prepare for the fire truck upgrade now rather than wait.  Kathy Glawe made a motion to set the 2024 levy as proposed.  Discussion about the levy picked up from where it was started during the treasure’s report.  After discussion Ray Sonnenberg seconded the motion.  All in favor. Motion carried.  The 2024 Levy was set as follows: General Fund - $100,000; Road and Bridge Fund - $300,000; and Fire Fund - $75,000. 

[bookmark: _Hlk129863665]Donations were discussed.  Dotation to the Sybil Lake Cemetery was questioned.  It was stated the donation to the cemetery was less expensive than taking over the maintenance of the cemetery.   Heather Ware Nelson presented information about the Cornerstone Community and Youth Center in Frazee and asked for a $1000.00 donation Ray Sonnenberg asked if this was a not-for profit youth center since townships cannot donate to for profit organizations. Heather stated that the Cornerstone was a not-for profit organization.  Attendees stated that the Cornerstone should be added to the list of donations.  Larry Hoffmann made a motion to donate the following funds:

Neighbor to Neighbor				$1000.00
Otter Tail County Historical Society	 	$250.00
History Museum of East Otter Tail		$250.00
Perham Library				$250.00
East Otter Tail Historical Society		$250.00
Veteran’s Museum				$250.00
EOT Agricultural Society (fair)		$250.00
Frazee Rescue					$500.00
Frazee Fire Department			$500.00
Sybil Lake Cemetery				$500.00
Cornerstone Community and Youth Center	$1000.00

George Massey second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

The 2024 annual election and meeting will be held on the second Tuesday of March, March 12th, 2024.  Ray Sonnenberg made two motions one to set the election hours from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. and one to set the annual meeting to be held at 8:15 p.m., both of which are to take place at the Hobart Town Hall.  DuWayne second both motions.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

Since there was no further business to come before the residents of Hobart Township, Ray Sonnenberg made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  DuWayne Sonnenberg second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Russ Berstler, Clerk

	
The votes were canvassed at 8:50 p.m.  45 voters cast their votes with the following results:

Town Supervisor for a three-year term:  Incumbent Terry Hockett received 42 votes, Write-in candidate Jimmy Krejce received 1 vote, Write-in candidate Jeff Ratz received 1 vote.
				       
[bookmark: _Hlk129865722][bookmark: _Hlk129865727]Special Election for Town Supervisor to fill vacancy in term expiring March 12, 2024:  Incumbent Larry Hoffmann received 40 votes, Write-in candidate Albert Doll received 3 votes, Write-in candidate Justin Helmke received 1 vote.

Special Election for Town Clerk to fill vacancy in term expiring March 12, 2024: Incumbent Russell Berstler received 44 votes.

Town Treasurer two-year term: Incumbent Kathy Glawe received 44 votes; Write-in candidate Lynea Krejce received 1 vote.                                                                

Hockett, Hoffmann, Berstler, and Glawe were declared winners.  
